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practical, political, and social proposals is not
their conformity to abstract ideals, but to con-
venience, utility, expediency, and occasion; that
for the reformer, considerations of time and
place may be paramount; and finally, as Mill
himself has put it, that government is always
either in the hands, or passing into the hands,
of whatever is the strongest power in society,
and that what this power is3 and shall be,
depends less on institutions than institutions
depend upon it. If I were pressed for an illus-
tration of these principles at work, inspiring
the minds and guiding the practice of respon-
sible statesmen in great transactions of our own
day and generation, I should point to the sage,
the patient, the triumphant action of Abraham
Lincoln in the emancipation of the negro slaves.
However that may be, contrast a creed of this
kind with the abstract, absolute, geometric,
unhistoric, peremptory notions and reasonings
that formed the stock in trade of most, though
not quite all, of the French revolutionists, alike
in action and in thought. It is plain that they
are the direct opposite and contradictory of one
another.

M